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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Background

Although the contribution of research to healthcare over the last century has been remarkable, academic healthcare often endures the inequality and lack of transition between basic and clinical research, fails to drive technology and innovation in clinical practice, underrates the role of education, and disregards social and global accountability.
 ADDIN EN.CITE 
[1, 2]
 
To tackle these deficits, a system is required for academic healthcare clinicians to measure research performance according to an accepted global benchmark, so that innovation and quality of research can be improved and new discoveries can be translated into medical advances.


[1, 2] ADDIN EN.CITE  To design a system that can successfully measure healthcare research performance it is imperative to determine what factors influence performance.


[1, 2] ADDIN EN.CITE 
Research Question
Leadership is a process of social influence in which one person can enlist the aid and support of others in the accomplishment of a common task.[3] Effective leadership amongst clinicians is crucial for efficient performance of a healthcare system.[3] This project hypothesizes that effective leadership amongst academic clinicians improves their research performance.

Methods

The Multifactor Leadership Questionnaire is a validated leadership assessment tool,[4] which will be used to objectively measure the effectiveness of an academic clinician’s leadership. This data will be used to determine whether a relationship exists between effective leadership and validated research performance metrics such as publication number and type, citation count, h index and Impact Factor. This study may show that certain leadership attributes improve research performance. Ultimately, development of these leadership skills in academic clinicians may enhance their research performance. 
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